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Greeting with a “Wai” ‘

“Sawasdi” is the Thai wdrd of greeting. It is usually accompanied by a
“wai,” which is made by pressing the two palms together. The palms are then
raised at various levels ;lg_gending on the seniority of the person one is greeting.

The “wai” originat;d in India, but the Indians keep their “wai” to just one
level. The Thais refined it, resulting in four levels of “wai”.

To pay respect to monks, the pressed palms are raised to the forehead, with
the tips of the thumbs resting precisely between the two eyebrows and the fingers
touching only the tip of the hair.

The middle of the face is where palms rest when we pay respect to our
parents, teachers, and other elderly people we highly regard. The tips of the thumbs
touch the tip of the nose while the tips of the index fingers rest between the eye-
brows.

To greet people in general, the palms are lowered to the lower part of the
face, with the tips of the thumbs touching the chin and the tips of the index fingers
touching the tip of the nose. |

To greet our equals, there is no need to bow the head, we simply raise the
palms slightly in front of us.

It is a convention that a greeting must be returned. So we reciprocate with

the pressed palms raised slightly at the level of the chest with a bowed head.
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From ! Namdokmai “Greeting with a “Wai.” Kinnaree. 12 ! 116 (August, 1995).

mahensal (Structure)
nnaandeduvelidunalslonsde i

-1. “Sawasdi” is the Thai word of greeting.

2. The “wai” originated in India but the Indians keep their “wai” to just
one level.

3. The middle of the face is where palms rest when we pay respect to our
parents, teachers, and other elderly people we highly regard.

4. The tips of the thumbs touch the tip of the nose while the tips of the
index fingers rest between the eyebrows.

5. To greet our equals, there is no need to bow the head; we simply raise
the palms slightly in front of us.

6. It is a convention that'a greeting must be returned.

7. So we reciprocate with the pressed palms raised slightly at the level of
the chest with a bowed head.

nnUszlendaethansdunaldndoundiiine keep, is, rest, pay, regard, touch,
raise, reciprocate 9yluglues Present Simple Tense #elUilfiaguuuuuaznisly
Present Simple Tense lavazidua

Present Simple Tense

¥ av &
suuuuves Present Simple Tense iisiaii
P ' ¢
1. ﬂszmumﬂmanwaﬁq‘;w 3 U John, Jim, Mary, The boy, He, She, It
A3U19LIAY -s 3D -es WAIUANTE

Ex. mailszsu MMIane
John walks.
Mary runs.
He eats a mango.
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Ex. mailszsu MaAang

The dog stares at me.

She cooks every day.
He kisses Mary.

Jim watches television.
She goes to school.

' ' 1)
2. Uszsuilunywal (¥u Mary and John, They, We, You (vhuminaie),
P x) a ¥
The boys W3adsssufluenwaiygei 1 uazil 2 fie T uaz You (Am) nienazegiuzil
L) [} d' a =
yaansendean 1 (hilfiu-s rise-es)

Ex. matlszsiy MAUEAY
We enjoy this book.
They g0 to a movie.
Mary and Jane walk slowly.
I like ice-cream.
A 9{
Q b = L A/
3. @M3U Verb to have 9:iij1inw1zadil have, has
w oo = !
have - ldAudszsunwywaniygud 1, 2 uaz 3 1wu We, They
e 3 - P 3
- l¥iulszsuenwniygun 1 uaz 2 e I, You
v o - .
has - l¥Audszsiuenwariygun 3 wu He
] L e A’
4. §m3u Verb to do 9:iiglimwizAdil do, does
v s E‘ Gl 1
do - l¥iudszsunywalygum 1, 2 50 3 15u We, They
o & e - -~
- l¥dudszsuenwaniygun 1 uaz 2 As 1, You
R CJ L}
does - l¥iudszmuenwariygun 3 wu Mary, He
° o = o &,
5. 813U Verb to be d:liglimwizaAdll is, am, are
. v A 1
is T¥utszsuenwaniygui 3 U Mary, He, The boy
am ¥ iudsssuenwarlygun 1 Ae T wu
W e - - '
are I iudsesuwywariygun 1, 2 vie 3 WU We, You

(ﬁQLanwaﬁtna:wQWﬂﬁ), They, Mary and Jim, The
boys
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Ex. malszsu MANTAY

szsnuenwalygui 3) He is a student.
(ﬂi:mmaﬂmﬁq;uﬁ 1) [ am a student.
(Ussmuonwatiygui 2) You (tanwail) are a student.
ssmunynaiiyui 2) You (Wywail) are students.
(Usssumymaiiygei 3) They - are students.
(ﬂ‘i:ﬁquwmfumﬁ 3) Mary and Jim are students.
iedatnn
1. An3efiaaodae ss, sh, ch, x 4aT 0 WIAY -e AOUAY -5
Ex. malsesiu MANTAS '
She does her homework.
Mary goes to school.
John watches television.

o a A v e v < o e v R e
2. MNsunasiedn -y deaasu -y Wy -i neu udr9udN -es

Ex. malszsu MAUAAY
John studies hard.
He carries a basket.
Mary copies a letter.
She tries hard.

Yeuntiu nituuainizaiodie -y udadmh -y duase 1 -s Idiae
madsesu MAUTAY
He obeys the order. (i -y
Ao e daudluas)
Mary , says something good.
(wih -y fo a Fufluas:)

siuuuves Present Simple Tense hwlszlaauenidr dgas uazmew

1. pvesdssleauemdtldnauudadhadu
=3 a :; Vv ¥
2. lvanlsdoalfrasuazaiowilszinn Yes/No yu azdedld Verb to do
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o ' “ IS A el -
111978 agiuns Verb to do i 2 g1/fie do, does sntiu Verb to be fivniflulfuas

wazAONMeABale

& s & o ]
do - ldiulszmunywainayged 1, 2 uaz 3 15U We, You, They, Mary

and Jane

o Qs o A -~ A -
- Fdudszsuenwniygui 1 fie I uasyjun 2 fs You
v o ¥
does - 1¥iuszsuenwariyun 3 W John, Mary, He, She, It

st ] v = o
metilselan vema Ufjias nazemou

Uszlvauenial Uscluail s Uszlondon
I run. i d(;) not run. Do I run?
't
Saboiry Don’t I run?
Do I not run?
You run. You do not run. Do you run?
(don’t)
Don’t you run?
Do you not run?
He runs. He does not run. Does he run?
(doesn’t)
Doesn’t he run?
Does he not run?
They run. They do not run. Do they run?
(don’t)
Don’t they run?
Do they not run?
Mary runs. Mary does not run. Does Mary run?
(doesn’t)
Doesn’t Mary run?
Does Mary not run?
Mary and Tom Mary and Tom Do Mary and Tom run?
run. do not run. Don’t Mary and Tom run?
(don’t)
Do Mary and Tom not run?
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4 Sub+ Vq
nanmsly Present Simple Tense {i¢ail habT.
1. Wuansdemuiifiusidasaussannavielaoia 4 I nuiignidauaziiame
Ex. mailszsu MAUAAY
Horses eat grass. (\AuUVGN)
The sun rises in the east, and sets in the west.
(ws:mﬁm’ifuwwﬁﬁmi’uaimua:ﬂnmaﬁﬂmi'umn)

Water is a kind of element. (ﬁuﬂummﬁwﬂa)

Still water

runs deep. (vhilalvadn)

v o al P o ¥ 3
2. [Huamanianszhidiuidevienssyianiaue 9 (habit)

Ex. maszsiu
She

He

Jim

They

MANTAAS

wakes up at 8 a.m. every day.
(safuusun Ml i)

goes to church every Sunday..
(uilluadyniueinad)

always hands in his homework late.
Auasmainudniane)

often work at night.
(WININHIEMNUNAIA)

e Aodana  Tunisld Present Simple Tense ugaadamsnsevhiifluiidenienssvhan
@ye 914 Shezlimniundieuol (adverb) mﬁw%ﬂ“luﬂn‘lm \%¥U always, sometimes,
every (day, week, year, month, time, morning, night, summer), usually, generally,

kk often, sometimes, normally, (once, twice, three times) a week.

Ex. malsesu
Jim

They

Jack

Somsri

Mauaag

always hands in his homework late.
(Auaimsturaus)

often work at night.
(WINNANAZINNUNDNAY) -

comes to Bangkok every year.
(u¥nnngamwa neil)

offers food to monks every morning.
(aurEanATNNIT)
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Ny aes N 5 a0 B Ry e i

vy - o Y a d - -
@1%?3?1@4?11111tﬂui)ia“luﬁwuusmmﬁmLﬂwuu'ﬁﬁumuuunzﬂszmm

Ex. ANHNHUEY
" “Sawasdi” is the Thai word of greeting.  eiaRfluminolddmiusinme

“The “wai” originated in India but “luy” Relulszmaduifio ua
the Indians keep their “wai” to just ¥dudsiinsintogivaszduy
one level. 1AE7

. . . « = | 2 w w
It is a convention that a greeting must Ausssuiigunazdsainmenau

be returned.
Bangkok is the capital of Thailand. npmwumunasithudismalues
Uszmalng
Buddhists pay respect to monks. yrnsnsining:
Je Ve Ny
1] T ) 4 \ l
@l‘fﬂu selungnIu (exclamations) «'eo §
Ex. ANUAINY
2 o4 o [ v
Here comes my friend! fila ounuwudr
There goes the bus! wuls sowduda
. . 4 4 s o
Here is the ring I want! fils uvunnudeams
How kind you are! AuENlIAmaafiu
L) " 1
What happens! aeslsiuis
. . ' o da a4 a
What a nice man he is! wratlugnonfmasiiu

o as ¢ ¢ a a X T | d o o ) &
@hnumamimﬁmme]mimmzmmuhmﬂuwau"lquuuaznu dnuazilszlen
tou (subordinate clause) 9z1ilu Present Simple Tense lavazdaunaldin
\J o v ¥ o d v A’
1. Uslundovazrnvinaumdsonimaiil when, whenever, as soon as, before, -

till, until, if, unless, every time

v 3| o d o v a o't ¢ o
2. Uszlundevazifludouluimliinamenisaldningmsaimilaauan
dauscluanan (main clause) 9:¥uld 2 tenses Ao
. i v o
1. Future Simple Tense v:l¥lunsdinmamseilulszloandndumenisellu
1 a 3| o 4 o . R 7 J
Ustloadeuifadudeulydiuuat A
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Ex. Uslannan sslondas
She will go out when he comes.
o o & v v Y
(revzesnlidausnidionun dstleailuaadlfidiuimiasangmsolezily

o a
Qdeuluiu fie duvan tsefvzeanlidnauen)

dslunnan iszlandes
I will wait until you finish your breakfast.
(MuazavgaunguIziud1d e ﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬁuﬁmﬂlﬁsﬁudwmqmmf
apamgmsal Ao Authdh fu aee Judeulviiuuasiy
2. Present Simple Tense asl#lunsdifiuilsdoandnivilsslondovazdanaiu

- d w [ (] 1 [~] e 1 B o v - of| a
Reulviniuuaziueuiny udssyenilmivihmigesmgnisolinezifaduilszd

Ex. szlandos Usglaanan
Every time Tom sees me, he gives me a smile.

Y d o & qw
(nasaImeNe RNz BUl)

Uselandon dslaanan
Whenever my baby cries I am worried.
5 4 v s o
(Mnazangniessiuvzinale)

v & 4 :
Jedane 1. Usslvaludhuazilssiiaeamanisel Sadead 2 1selun (clause) Fulsznou
Wénlssluandnilsclundon

g o«

) P " < 7
2. if AU unless NFlunsdtiszfudoulvurun 1 uaz 2 Wi Favne

- o
azidoaluumi 8)
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Ex. Usslundon ssloanan
A o 2 \
Uszlondoulvuuui 1 If you beat iron, it expands.
% & a W %) a o -1 )
(dugaeanuidhiniona i (Sguamin suiszvned)
4 - d"’ Ao L.
nifevuldluFiadszsin
P o 4 . 3
Usslonoulvwuun 2 If it rains, I won't go out.
(daundmgmisoilutlagiu  (rduan sudezhisanlldhauan)
Gl cJU 1 a ! ’
viseownaandaluiatuua
a J’ G T a AJ el s
avazfnturiolinavufld
ufuAE0 NIl

d d' .
UseluaReulvuuun 2 Unless you help me, I won’t finish my report.
(raailitioiu sufvshnsaubiaie)
ARV TR

hﬂun’immlﬁmmmiﬁﬂ sual ¥3eMI3u§ (perception) 194 see, love, appear,
& v a i & v v
3 hate, hope, smell, dislike, like, want, look. Tngmaluudrn3elunguiidrfiulagiiue:
=" iy Present Simple Tense

Ex. mailszsu MANANY ANHUNINY
I love you very much AUTNAMNN
. / IJ e = o~
My friend hates bananas INBURUINABANAY

&é\o\g\a‘vﬂﬁ\{hﬂ 7 @\0% o KoY e oNTad DT
. JduaaamanisallusuaaudineziiuemnaasulnduazAeudaniven viena
A L o/ ) -
nafinalidamh wu msnaufuse

Ex. mailszsu MANAAI

John leaves for Bangkok tomorrow.

(verfuaglingamma wjail)

The train leaves in a few minutes.

(solimasazeanlulifnitil)

We leave Chiangmai at 9.00 o’clock tonight
and arrive in Bangkok at 6 o’clock tomorrow
moming

= a & 3 P 9/ v X
(519zeennnFednifuiicuyjuuazszfangmna rfamaluasngail)
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o -l o A o
nuuinra widendeeuigndes
g o d
uuvHnvian 1

1. John usually milk W
1. drink > drinks
3. drank 4. is drinking
2.k M my new dress.
1. am liking . like
3. have liked 4. likes
3. Sorry, I have to go now because I in a hurry.
1. be 2. 15
A am 4. are
4. Tom on his car; Mary in the kitchen.
1. works, work X works, works
3. work, work 4. work, works
5. These days Jim and Jean always a long conversation.
~ have 2. has
8. had & will have
| 6. Who this beautiful house at present?
1. own > owns
% o%ed 4. 18 o\ning
7. I don’t know who the book you want.
: 1. have Ry hed
3¢ has 4. wh’Lhave
8. Cuckoos nests. They the nests of other birds.

1. doesn’t build, will use
# do not build, use
3. will not build, will use

4. not build, use

9. The last ferry at 2.00 p.m. 4 Eonyh Wk
1. could leave 2. leave
X leaves v 4. are going to leave
10
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

If you a lot, you will get fat.

1. is eating 2. have eaten
X ate 4. eat
Here my best friend! o‘k‘ﬁ‘&mg’ W
Sk i 2. be
3. are 4. was
Soldiers to keep peace for the country.
1. has X have
3. had 4. will have
Moonlight and sunlight useful to human beings.
1. be 2. is
S8, are 4. was
Everyday Jane school at 8.30 a.m-Aa 7.
1. start A2X starts
3. is starting 4. will start
. My uncle in the States, and he back twice a year.
&\works, comes 2. works, come A AR
3. work, comes 4. work, come
That boy what he because his parents love him very much.
1. get)/v(ants : 2. get, want
3. gets, want ngts, wants
Nowadays, more Thai women cigarettes.
1. smoke 2< smokes
3. smoked 4. will smoke
Some projects proposed to help preserve forests.
1,718 . 2. am
58, are 4. was
Catholics _usually to church on Sundays.
L. go 2. went
3. goes 4. will go
Every evening, Jane her plants in the garden.
1. grow 2. grew
¥ grows 4. will grow
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mamann (Vocabulary)

nneymn WAnwiiaveamdw (Part of speech) ANMUMINY (Meaning)

wasmsle (Usage) dadplulil

sHavaamany (Part of Speech)

U n3u AUAWY QELRRIGHT
(€5 el -
greeting greet = =
pressing press = =
raise ?,\\-?4\’ )\\,P\wf raise raisable -
raiseable
variety vary various variously
level level 2P level -
seniority = senior -
origin originate original originally
(from/in) il

refinement refine (YOVL  refined &
result result (in) | By a =
precision - precise %7"

= = : elderly WJ,O\& -

- onver’b“M i ~ =
equal it %m:éz\u‘?ﬁt equal equally
convention Trodtion conventional conventionally
return return returnable “

12
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ANunIeazMI¥mMany (Meaning and Usage)

Meodusuazmatlszlentlsznounsldmany

1. greet (vt.)

synonym :

Bx:

2. press (vt.)
synonym :
Ex.

3. raise (vt.)
synonym :
Ex.

4. various (adj.)
synonym :
Ex.

5. level (n.)
synonym :
Ex.

6. seniority (n.)
Ex.

NAMY

address

Jack greeted his friend by saying “Good morning.”

T TRGIT

push

Don’t press that button; it’s dangerous.
onTWgedu

lift, uplift, elevate

Raise your hand if you don’t understand.
A3 9 viaewia

diverse, many, several, manifold

Betty doesn’t like Tom for various reasons.
JEAU

plane

Water always finds its own level.
ANnuithienle szuvenle

Should promotion be through merit or seniority?

7. originate (from, in) (vi.) N@ 1@ G

synonym :
Ex.

8. refine (vt.)
synonym :
EX.

9. result (in) (vi.)
synonym :
Ex

EN 102

be initiated

From whom this style of song originate?
In what country did this tradition originate?
Wivaasaane

improve

You should refine your language before handing in your paper.

fluwa nalvifa
bring about, caused

His laziness resulted in his bankruptcy.



10. precisely (adv.) Wiueu QnABY WeoR

synonym : accurately, exactly

Ex. Come here at eleven o’clock precisely. Don’t be late.
11. elderly (adj.) mqmm‘fu oy

synonym : aged, old

Ex. Some elderly people are still active.
12. lower (vt.) viliteh anas

synonym : bring down

Ex. Lower your voice; I don’t want to wake everybody up.
13. equal (n.) uﬂﬂaw’iaﬁ'wmﬁwiuﬁuuﬁu

synonym : same, equivalent

Ex. Let X be the equal of Y.
14. convention (n.) 550N sediouuuuuNy

synonym : tradition

Ex. Convention requires Thai Buddhists to take off their

shoes before entering a temple.

15. return (vt.) Au naufu

synonym : send back, take back

Ex. Return this letter to the post-office because there’s

nobody by this name in our house.

L*4 -~ o J v
uuuinia sadenmasuigndes
v d
uuutndan 1
1. What is the part of body on one’s face between the hair and eyebrows?

1. eyebrows A&, forehead
3. index finger 4, chin
2. Everybody tried to him down from the second floor.
1. greet 2. press
3. raise ¥e. lower
3. What of this programme should I start with?
1. seniority 2. thumb
Xlevel 4. convention
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4. your wounld so that blood will not come out.

1. Return 2. Originate
3. Lower g’.\Press
5. He his eyes. JEey
& raised »’( 2. greeted zo.AA:(&sS
3. refined\,,,gfwb 4. pressed Q_vuw%\

4 w4
nuudntan 2
oy
1. John tried hard to calm his customers down with various reasons;
1. he was very happy
2. the customers wanted to go shopping
ﬁ\lhe customers at last felt satisfied

4. John’s friendsz&qnted to see him

ecculddy yemodly
2. Tell Jim Rl:ease]y \‘phat you want;

1. it’s alright for you to get anything
<@.lou must be specific
3. you will5e happy to get anything

4. Jim knows yhat you want

A 1230V
3. Jane couldn’t lift that box because
e~

1. she will haye-a plastic surgery
2. she wants to keep it
A&_it is too heavy

4. her friends criticize it

10N\ .
4. It's a cgr{eélrgion that
X\children should pay respect to parents

2. we go to a movie every day
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3. Thai girls wear mini-skirts

4. all of us have a party tonight

Y5
5. There are various ways of greeting;

1. everyone feels satisfied with greeting
,SR\ to say “Hi” is one way of greeting
3. it is boring to greet people

4. the “wai” is the only way of greeting

uuuEnvanageunutle
wasumawdshlifienageunnudiluilodedueymndradu
1. What is “sawasdi”?
1. A word of thanking someone
2. A word of greeting
3. An expression of letting out emotion
4. An exclamation
2. Where did the “wai” come from?
1. China
2. Japan
3. Laos
4. India
3. How many levels of the Thai “wai” are there?
150

2.2
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4. When you’re greeted by someone it is necessary that
1. you return the greeting
2. you pay no attention to it
3. someone smiles at you
4. you just walk away
5. How is a “wai” made?.
1. Pressing two palms together
2. Bowing your head
3. Waving your right hand
4. Shaking hands
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