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5. un#gu (Conclusion)
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The Dutch education system

Full-time education is compulsory in the Netherlands for all chiidren aged five to sixteen.
For 17 and 18 year-olds, part-time education is compulsory. Children begin their school
careers at the age of four in primary education (BAO), special primary education
(SBAD) or special education (SO). Later, most of them move on to secondary education
(vO), which branches into ﬁre-university (VWO), senior general secondary (HAVO) and
pre-vocational secondary (VMBO) education. After secondary education, pupils move
on to senior secondary vocational education (MBO) or higher education (HO). MBO is
divided into a vocational training programme (BOL) and a block/day release
programme (BBL). Higher education encompasses higher professional (HBO) and
university (WO) education. Apart from these mainstream types of education, children
with special needs attend leaming support departments (LWOQ), special secondary
schools {(VSO) or practical training programmes (PRO). |

daymemn  The Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Sclence PO Box 16375
2500 BJ Den Haag Tel: 003170 412 34 56 | Fax : 003170 412 34 50
Update 2004
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