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Banks Twerumuigia A Concept is an abstract word or phrase
that is useful for classifying or categorizing a group of things ideas
or events. To illustrate this definition, examne the following |ist

of words

boy cat dog nan rat

What single word or short phrase can you think of that appropriately

names or |abels that group? At first glance you mght be inclined to
say animal,... you might add carnivore, mammal, or vertebrate, since

these are al so common characteristics of the group,.,. Wrds that

| abel or namea group of common objects are called concepts.°

* Lames Banks and other, Teaching Strategies fox the Socia
Studies, Inquiry, Valuing and Deci sion-making. (Massachusetts: Addison
-Wesl ey Publishing Company, 19671, p. 77 = 78,
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Bayer A1 "A Concept is a mental image of something. The
something may be anything a concrets object, a type of behavior, an
abstract idea.

A concept may be described by a word or phrase which conjures

up the appropriate image. war is a word which suggests a particular

mental imge about a type of violence or conflict..
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rufasngesntseluie lanua e Fauhulain imuaz s Tunm
Auftndu  av7 “weman” uetet FuadlE canas e iisu Tuo iy lumas Cuna iy

aruquwsvefiamih nSorudnugy ey
Good nmimming Concept 13 o dszns fa ©

e, an idea or representation of the common elenent or attri-

buite by which groups or classes my be distinguished.

e :ooom K Beyer, Inquiry in the Social Studies O assroom
{Columbus, Chio: Charles E Merrill Publishing Com., 1971}, p. 111,

® Carter V. Good Dictionary of Education, p. 124.
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w. ANy gencral or abstract intellectual representation of
a situation, state of affairs, or object.
S 18R Ee 18uwes s e afusewnnn fisna wtp
mgthnos
n. a thought, an opinion, an idea, or nental inage.
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Wehlage Inmumutenin "Concept"1a o Usznas Be

A concept is a mentalistic container conprised of those
characteristics which are thought to be properties common and jointly
peculiar to the denotation of a particular set of objects, events, or
the like. *
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w. Aconcept is a nentalistic container compriseda of all
the associations one has with a term
mrufnsunen L inmuted mm-mn'lﬁqm'mn1ﬂuﬂ’uﬁu5'uavivi1v
wana L iunsash
PInmumiuuarestuisitnfeaafmeas vl wesqdlaan aaufe

squsen (Concept) funmmruiinfafluentmnzynmoefveoy  wefinstw  waawf

o Gary wehlage and Eugene M Anderson, Social Studies cur
culum in Perspective (Englewood Jiffs, New Jersey: vrentice-Ball,
19721, p. 18.
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Prescott ‘nmrumyisuswnmdnnns (Generalizations) -1

Generalizations are general rules or principles that have

been drawn from group of related facts. Generalizations express

abstract, fairly permanent relatijonships among concepts.’

Generalization #a ngi-lunSendnansfialy  #hvenninsinngums
fineSefiflauMuiusiu - Generalization +& feusemnlujtuwsssy  narafl
naquﬂbﬂuﬂiavﬂ1ﬂuﬂn11uu&ﬁnaﬁuna1uﬁn11uunn (Concepts) ﬁlﬁunvﬂuqnibv

LI ]

Gary Wehlage us:z Eugene M. Anderson sSuimarumurwwswminnng

. - * g
{Generalization) “mhznsulunudnwusked Ao

s. all generalizations are statements that assert a relation-
ship between at least two concepts; fox instance, "All dogs are four

~legged animals."—--- "Lazzie is a four—legged-antmal," is not a

generalized stalement, This is a singular proposition as opposed to

a general one.

® carol 5. Prescott and Marion H., Smith. Teacher's Guide
Great Ideas of Man. (Califormia State Series: Man and Communities
Concepts and Values. Sacrements, California State Department of
Education, 1973).

g .
Gary Wehlage and Eugene M. Andercon, op.cit., p. 56 - 58,
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w. a statement that asserts that the examples of a concept
have a certain characteristic, a quantification claim is made either
explicitly or implicitly....., "All citlzens of Wisconsin are also
citizens of the United States,“w—f"Fifty—one percent of all human
births are male,"--- Quantifiers for uniform and statistical genera-
lizations occur through such terms as "wherever, whenever, always,
never, frequently sometimes, usually, tend-to" and so on as well as

through specific numerical values.
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n. some generalizations express conditional claims, or
*if...then" generalizations.--- "If there‘is an increase in ‘the supply
of a gocd, then (other things being equal) the price of that good will
fall."
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€. The nature of the claim asserted can be reversible or
irreversible, necessary or substitutable, or sufficient or contingent.
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James Banks 1naomuitwawmdnni1ii1 "Generalizations are
statements 6f the relationship of twe or more concepts. These state-
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*Banks, op.cit., p. 93.
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