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David Hume (1711-1776)
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JOHN STUARTMILL
1806-1873

John Strart Ml was an emtent phdasepiier aid social sceen-
tist. and the leading economist of the suid-nineicenth centiry
In many ways lie was one of Hie most unusual men who ever
lived.

Any discusston pf Mill suust make nrention of s remirkable
edwcation, based on the experienices reported i us famoits
Autobiography  He iwas the son of femes Mill a noted
phiosopher. historian. wnd ccononst, jmmes AL seas aiso an
fntimate friemd of Duvid Ricardo and of Hre great utiiitarian
philosopher jerenty Bentham. This intellectual background
exercised o profound offuenee on vonnger ML who was
educated at irovie by fus father.

Thus, at the age of Pree. betwre mest Cluldren can ceen
recite the alphabel, fohn Stuart wds reading English fuentiy
and heyan Hie stindu of Greek. By thie tine he was seven, he
had read the diatogires of Plate. the creat books of the anrient
Greek Iustorians Herodotis and Xenophon, the philosephical
writings of Diogenvs, and most of the nearly eighty works of
the sccond cenfury Gireek prose writer Lucian. At the age of
etght he took up the study of Latin, Before he was twelve years
old, e had afready digesied. among other things, the major
writings of Aristotle. Aristophanes. Horace, Lucretius, Sallust.
and Socrates; made w comprehensive survey of algebra, cal-
culus, and geomciry, cmbarked on'a serious study of logic
through the writings of the early seventeenth-century British
philosopher Thomas Hobbes; and written, in addition te some
verses, a “"History of Reme.”" a "History of Holland  and the
“Abridged Ancient Universal History.”

At the age of Heirteen, fohn Stuart was introduced by his
fathercto the books of Smith Ricardo, and Malthus. Thus be-
gan his education i palitical economy—an education that
eventually establishod iy as one of the abler critics of classooal
economic liberalism For althowgls Ml as an economist 15
constdered a wenther of thy assical achool. Tre aetually ve-

pudiated sonte 0F (s ntostlasi presnses, I contrast o Simth,
for cxample. he did not beliece thas aissez-Faive led to the best
of all possible corlds, tustedd e wdcocated sodlai reforms.,
These included the taxation awd rodistribelion of wecalth. o
shorter workpg dou. aboitier ot e wird the
establishment of dewocrati produecess cvoperatives in which
the workers wonld vion the tactories amd elect the managers
It should in howeper, that Ml

waye systom

to ruen Heem. cnphsized
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believed too strougly in (adizidual trecdom voer to o far asca
socialist. He avstrusted e poaer of the state. amd Jog reason
for Favoring praducers” cooperibives was ot to exalt the lalior-
g class. but io assure the individial worker (e Sruits of ins
labar.

Mills" chi of coniribution to econontics was his collection and
systemization of its literature. His major two-volume work, the
Principles of Political Economy, publisited 1 1848, wus con-
sidered to bo @ mastorful synthesis of post-Rucardian exononiic
writings. The beek offered a calm prescrption Yo peacefud
progress and served as o stwndard tox! in cconomics forseiernal
decaies Tt is a natewoorfhy coridence that b the <ane e
i ancendiary pampliet entitlod vy Communist Manifesto
was pullished by q then relatoviy sopcien proplieh of sooni
s, Karl Mary, achiose Sdeas wlthinatel

As for Ml nimselt
esteem. Like the grear and beloved Creek phifosoplior |

shaek e ol

sow ppdieidials soere eoer iofd e
i

i oras d sofess e i a e

of sante 2200 years o
Heo hend. and rea. wieie

adrded il

SELED cadedred o o coery

e, e s deetiost affectied aind respect—

fudeed, he was almos! worsiiped—-bu his contemiporaries
tHirouglont tire woorld . Avd Lke Plate adien fie dhed au cnbire

nation piowried s passing
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