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Af?e, {in \ Dominant life
millions
Ema Period Epoch of years) Plants Animals
Recent 0.01 Agricultural plants Domesticated animals
Quatemary { Pleistocene 2 Ice Age—First true men;
mixture and then thinning
: out of mammalian faunas.
[ Pliocene 10 Herbaceous plants rise; Culmination of mammals;
forests spread. radiation of apes.
Cenozox: Miocene 25 First extensive grass
The age of lands.
marmals Tertiary § Oligocene 35 Modernization of mammals;
marnmals become
dominant.
Eocene 55 Mammals become conspicuous.
| Paleocene 7 Expansion of mammals;
extinction of dinosaurs.
Cretaceous 135 Angiosperms or flowering Dinosaurs reach peak;
MEsozoic: plants rise: gymno- first snakes appear.
The age of . sperms decline. o
repiiles Jurassic 180 Cycads prevalent. First birds and mammals appear.
Triassic 230 Gymnosperms rise; seed First dinosaurs; reptiles
ferns die out. prominent.
Permian 280 Conifers become forest Great expansion of primitive
trees; cycads important. reptiles,
Carboniferous )
Pennsylvanian 310 Lepidodendron, sigillaria, Age of cockroaches; first
and calamites dom- reptiles.
inant; the swamp
forest.
Mississippian 345 Lycopods and seed ferns Peak of crinoids and
abundant. bryozoans.
PaLEozoiC
Devonian 405 First spread of forests. First amphibians; insects and
spiders.
Silurian 425 First known Jand plants. First land animals {scorpions).
Ordovician 500 Algae, fungi, bacteria. Earliest known fishes; peak of
trilobites.
Cambrian 600 Algae, fungi, bacteria; Trilobites and brachipods;
lichens on land. marine invertebrates.
Late Algae, fungi, bacteria. First known fossils.
PRECAMBRIAN :
Early 4500 Bacteria. No fossils found.
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