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R RIGER Pyongyang kisaeng Han-u ¥3eu1/adn Cold Rain 13

The Northern sky clear

I left home without my raincoat.
Snow came to the mountains
and a cold rain to the fields.
Drenched by cold rain

it looks like I’ll freeze in bed tonight.

Freeze? Freeze? Why should you
freeze?

Where have you left

Your nuptial pillow and quilt?
Drenched in cold rain

you will melt in bed tonight
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Yesterday I heard that farmer Song
from over the hill had

new wine.

I kicked the ox to its feet,

threw on a saddle-blanket and rode
up here.

Boy, is your master home?
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Tell him Chong Chol has come to

visit.

My friend, if you have some wine at
home

be sure to invite me.

When the flowers at my house
bloom

I will call you.

Let’s discuss ways of forgetting

the worries of one hundred years.

I enjoy wine for four reasons : for
washing away discontent, for recre-
ation, for the entertainment of
guests and because it is difficult to
refuse wine when offered. When
discontent is my reason for drinking,
one could say it is a matter of fate.
When I drink for recreation, it is
much like whistling. When I drink
to entertain visitors, you could say I
do it with a sincere heart. But when
my mind is made up, it is better that
I not be shaken by the words of
others, even if wine is urged upon

me.
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We fools are pleased enough
just seeing each others faces.
Carving a melon by the barber shop,
gulping makkolli at a wine stall,
we all have old friends faces.
Talk of drought in the southwest,

of debts to the co-op.

Tapping time with our feet
to the remedy-vendor’s guitar,
why do we always

feel such longing for Seoul?

Shall we find some place to play
cards?
Tip our wallets

and head for the wine house?

Gathering on the school grounds
we eat pieces of dried squid

and we drink.

Gradually
the long summer day ends.
With a pair of rubber shoes

or one salted fish,
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down the moon-bright road

the market limps to a close

AIUAN 9090a (Kim Jong-gil 1Aad) a.¢1. 1926) Taveun
Clouds the color of fire
cool now like metal
As rain falls
somewhere, drops
for the sunset of my dreary youth
my lips are hot, red as cockscomb,
and I drink down, one after another,
bowls of cool makkolli.
Truly, If all my young days
amount to no more than one bowl
of makkolli.
What more could I
hold to, regret, or try?
Calling my own name over and over,
into the deepening twilight

I set off again on the road.
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